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In our April 1999 Technical News Brief, we announced an upcoming beta release of our new dL4 Terminal
Emulator, dL4Term .  Designed to allow dL4 applications running on Unix systems to use the same GUI features as
dL4 version 4 for Windows, dL4Term also supports UniBasic and other Unix applications.  In fact, even character-
based UniBasic and dL4 installations may install dL4Term as a low-cost, replacement terminal emulator.

What is dL4Term ?

dL4Term is a Telnet client which is installed on a TCP/IP configured Windows 95/98/NT system.  Unlike other Telnet
clients, dL4Term does not emulate a specific character oriented terminal, such as a Wyse60 or VT100.  Instead, it
offers its own set of character-based and GUI (graphical user interface) features.  The feature set that is understood is
the set of UniBasic/dL4 mnemonics, including colors, fonts, protection and dL4 version 4 GUI mnemonics.

dL4Term operates on the same principle as other emulators, in that it recognizes specific character sequences to
invoke its features.  It differs in the sense that it cannot be instructed to recognize, and thereby emulate, the hard-
coded character sequences of specific terminals.  When connected to a properly configured Unix host, for example,
dL4Term supports the Unix shell, vi, IQ, UniBasic and dL4.  In essence, dL4Term is a GUI (graphical user interface)
oriented terminal model with multiple windows and graphic controls such as buttons and list boxes.  It also supports
displaying multiple fonts or graphics in any of the windows belonging to the GUI "terminal".

Customers may use dL4Term to produce the same Windows style user interface when running their applications on
either dL4 for Windows or dL4 for Unix.  GUI features can also be used outside of dL4.  All of the GUI functions
are controlled by character sequences thus allowing any Unix application to produce and control a Windows-like
user interface.  For character oriented Unix applications such as "vi", the GUI terminal model includes all necessary
character terminal functions such as cursor positioning, line insertion/deletion, and protected characters.

How Do I Get dL4Term ?

A Beta test version of dL4Term is now available at:
ftp://ftp.dynamic.com/dist/pub/1B/dl4term/1B_dl4term_3.2.1.4.exe.
The beta period is scheduled to expire in August. Unix terminal configuration files are supplied and must be
installed on each Unix host before using vi (terminfo), dL4 for Unix, UniBasic, or IQ for Unix.  No SSN is required
to install or use dL4Term.

A readme file accompanies the product and describes installation, release highlights, and release notes.  A copy of the
readme file may be downloaded from:  ftp://ftp.dynamic.com/dist/pub/1B/dl4term/3.2.1.4.txt.

A preliminary manual may be downloaded from ftp://ftp.dynamic.com/doc/pub/manuals/dl4term990713.pdf.  GUI
programming in UniBasic and languages other than dL4 will be documented in the manual accompanying the
official release of dL4Term.

A GUI tutorial for dL4 may be downloaded from: ftp://ftp.dynamic.com/doc/pub/techguides/990412dl4v4gui.pdf.


